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Relationships
Collaboration

Student confidence
Student success



 Who are our students?
 What barriers do they face?
 Which of those barriers have an information 

literacy component? 
 How can I collaborate with faculty to diminish 

or eliminate these barriers?



Encouragement = Academic Self-Concept = Motivation  = Success
Implications for Information Literacy Instruction

1. Librarians are perceived as equal partners with faculty
2. Librarians exhibit effective, engaging teaching behaviors
3. Faculty-librarian jointly develop assignments that focus on inquiry-based learning 

and meaning making
4. The library exhibits a “culture of encouragement.” Students feel that “consulting a 

librarian is as acceptable as approaching their professor” 

Mortimore, J. M. & Wall, A. (2009). Motivating African-American students through 
information literacy instruction: Exploring the link between encouragement 
and academic self-concept. The Reference Librarian, 50(1), 29-42. doi: 
10.1080/02763870802546373

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kuhlthau – 1. Validation of feelings during the search/research process (it’s ok to be confused; that is normal)
2. “opportunities for authentic inquiry and meaning-making
3. Lots of practice



Faculty Institute - Workshops
Support to Scholar’s Studio other specialty programs
Library Events – faculty book signings, book readings, 

poetry slam, 
Suggesting & creating course LibGuides for faculty 

support
Student-created displays as course assignments
Networking, looking for opportunities to help
Research assistance with faculty projects



Research project: Spring 2018 – present
Courses – Communications 103. 
Professor Chelsea G. Mays-Williams, MA

Embedding Information Literacy to Enhance 
Communication Outcomes

What impact does ongoing collaboration between a 
course instructor and an academic librarian have on 
student outcomes in an undergraduate, required 
speech course in an HBCU?



 Three formal library instruction sessions
 Flipped classroom
 Project-based assignments
 One graded information literacy assignment
 Collaboration on a literacy rubric 
 Ongoing faculty/librarian discussions & 

collaboration about the assignments 
 Librarian presence – physically & virtually





Pre-test: Information literacy vocabulary*

Session 1:
Information, research, & scholarship

Databases (OneSearch Discovery worksheet)
APA Style Format (worksheet)

Session 2:
Primary Sources 

APA for primary sources

Session 3:
Boolean searching

Review APA 
*Schaub, G., Caderia, C., Bravender, P., & Kierkus, C. (2017). The language of information literacy: Do students understand? 

College & Research Libraries, 78(3). 283-296. doi: 10.5860/crl.78.3.283







My Family: Primary Sources

Lesson Plan for Communication 103: 
Public Speaking

Prepared by Chelsea G. Mays-Williams

PURPOSE
This assignment aims to assist 

students in deciphering between 
primary and secondary sources and 
utilize new knowledge to create the 
foundation for a speech about their 
family with primary sources about 

their family.



OBJECTIVES

Prepare tools 
for an effective 
presentation

Formulate and 
organize a 

speech with 
strong content







MATERIALS 
NEEDED

Three personal…
Family Documents

Valuables
Artifacts 

Other materials 
(such as photos)



 Using the theme “My Family”, students are 
responsible to utilize the information they 
learned during the primary sources visit to 
the library to create the skeleton for a 
speech. The foundation for every speech is to 
develop a topic, general purpose, specific 
purpose and thesis. For this assignment 
students must find primary sources belonging 
to their family.  The sources must be in APA 
format. 







My Family: Primary Sources
Lesson Plan for Communication 103: Public Speaking

Prepared by Chelsea G. Mays-Williams
PURPOSE

This assignment aims to assist students in deciphering between primary and 
secondary sources and utilize new knowledge to create the foundation for a speech 

about their family with primary sources about their family.
OBJECTIVES

Prepare tools for an effective presentation
Formulate and organize a speech with strong content

MATERIALS NEEDED
Three personal family documents, valuables, artifacts, or other materials  

ACTIVITY
Using the theme “My Family”, students are responsible to utilize the information they 

learned during the primary sources visit to the library to create the skeleton for a 
speech. The foundation for every speech is to develop a topic, general purpose, 

specific purpose and thesis. For this assignment students must find primary sources 
belonging to their family.  The sources must be in APA format. The structure is below:

Topic
General Purpose:
Specific Purpose:

Thesis:
Three primary APA-formatted sources



“Now that the world is much smaller 
it’s important to remind students, they 
don’t know everything and neither do 
you.”

Chelsea G. Mays-Williams



Barbara Cheadle, librarian
bcheadle@bowiestate.edu
Office: 301-860-3872
Reference desk: 301-860-3862
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