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◈ HIST 295: The Historian’s Toolkit
◆ Where we Began
◆ How we Evolved
◆ Current Developments

◈ Lessons Learned

AGENDA
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The Historian’s Toolkit
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1. HIST 295
⚜⚜⚜



HIST 295: The Historian’s Toolkit
◈ Introduction to Research

◈ Required for Majors

◈ Genealogy Focus

◈ Public History

◈ Original Assignment:

◆ Research Worksheet
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Where we Began: 
Dr. Betsy Nix and the RLB Library
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2. HIST 295
⚜⚜⚜



HIST 295: Dr. Nix’s Vision
◈ Multiple Sessions (5)

◈ Library Assignment

◈ SOURCE Evaluation:

◆ Series of Steps
◆ Origin
◆ Use
◆ Red Flags
◆ Evidence
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How we Evolved: 
Dr. Nicole Hudgins and Sarah Gilchrist
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3. HIST 295
⚜⚜⚜



HIST 295: Dr. Hudgins’ Updates
◈ Kept 5 Sessions

◈ Revised Assignment

◆ Introduced Draft
◆ In-Class Review
◆ Feedback Provided
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Current Developments: 
Dr. Nicole Hudgins and Mike Kiel
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4. HIST 295
⚜⚜⚜



HIST 295: Mike Kiel’s Modifications
◈ Kept 5 Sessions

◈ Modified Some Content

◈ Further Revised Assignment

◆ Maintained Drafts
◆ More Focus on Context 
◆ Structured Options 

for Evaluation
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Pedagogical Practices and Suggestions
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5. LESSONS LEARNED
⚜⚜⚜



Lessons Learned
◈ Scaffolding Works

◈ Iterative Design Helps

◈ Engaged Students Grow

◈ Learning Takes Time

◈ Diversity of Narratives

12



THANK YOU!
⚜⚜⚜

Any questions?

◈ Sarah Burns Gilchrist, gilchris@american.edu
◈ Stephen “Mike” Kiel, skiel@ubalt.edu
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